Richard D. Payne, PE., S.E.

President
CONSULTANTS, INC.

CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

February 9, 2004

Canadian National Railway
17641 South Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 60430-1345
Attn:  Mr. Tom Zeinz

Re:  Grade Crossing Study

Site #3 - Neoga Cemetery

ESCA Job #750.03
Dear Mr. Zeinz:

Enclosed are the cost estimates for three options studied for closing the crossing
that enters the cemetery just south of Neoga. Per our proposal, the Railroad is to select
an option for us to survey and study further. Based upon initiai cost, Option 2 is the
most economical.

We are prepared to commence the survey upon your selection of an Option.

Regards,
ESCA CONSULTANTS, INC.

%chardWP.E., S.E.
Presiden

RDP/de

Enciosures

T:\Railroad\750-03\Zeinz February 9 04.docT:\Railroad\750-03Zeinz February 9 04.doc
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Grade Crossing at Neoga Cemetery

Construction Cost Estimate

Option 1 — Along Existing RR ROW

Item

1

. Scarify, Lime Stabilize, & Compact
Existing Soils

Clearing and Grubbing
Earth Excavation
Boerrow Excavation
. Aggregate Base Course
A-3 Asphalt Surface

18” RCP

. Seeding/Cleanup

Quantity

8,000 8Y
3 Acres
5,000 CY
10,000 CY
1,800 CY
8,000 SY
160 LF
118

Total

Cost

$ 55,000
30,000
20,000
100,000
75,000
35,000

8,000

..5,000

$328,000



Grade Crossing at Neoga Cemetery

Construction Cost Estimate

Option 2 — Extend City Street Through Farm Field

Item Quantity Cost
1. Scarify, Lime Stabilize, & Compact

Existing Soils 6,500 SY $ 45,000
2. ROW 4 Acres 30,000
3. Earth Excavation 4,000 CY 15,000
4. Borrow Excavation 8,000 CY 80,000
5. Agpregate Base Course 1,500 CY 60,000
6. A-3 Asphalt Surface 6,500 SY 30,000
7. 18” RCP i60LF 3,000
8. Seeding/Cleanup I1LS _ 4000

Total $272,000



Grade Crossing at Neoga Cemetery

Construction Cost Estimate

Option 3 — New Street Along Section Line

Item Quantity Cost
1. Scarify, Lime Stabilize, & Compact

Existing Soils 11,500 SY $ 80,000
2, ROW T Acres 50,000
3. Clearing and Grubbing 1 Acre 10,000
4. Earth Excavation 7,000 CY 25,000
5. Borrow Excavation 14,000 CY 140,000
6. Aggregate Base Course 2,500 CY 150,000
7. A-3 Asphalt Surface 11,500 8Y 50,000
8. 18” RCP 280 LF 14,000
9. Seeding/Cleanup 1LS __7.000

Total $526,600



ESCA CONSULTANTS, INC.

2008 Linview Avenue
PO Box 159
Urbana, IL 61803-0159
Phone: 217-384-0505 Fax: 217-384-0506
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United States Region

Tom Zeinz
Manager Public Works

17641 South Ashland Avenue
Homewoaod, lllinois 60430-1345
T 708.332.3557

F 708.332.3514

Homewood, IL
October 20, 2003
93/3

184/3

X167/3

Mr. Richard D. Payne, P.E., S.E.
President

ESCA Consultants, Inc.

2008 Linview Avenue

P.O. Box 159

Urbana, IL 61803-0159

Subject: Railroad Crossing Proposal

Dear Mr. Payne:

Your proposal of September 22, 2003, copy attached, involving field surveys, studies,
preliminary design and cost estimates for grade crossing closure options at flve (5)
locations is hereby accepted subject to the following:

A) Deliverables shall include:

1) Six (6) copies each of the prefiminary plan and preliminary cost estimate for
each location suitable for supporting petition(s) to the lllinois Commerce
Commission;

2) For each location, if one or more alternative alignments were considered, a
schematic or description of each of the alternative alignments and a brief write-
up explaining the selection of the preferred alignment;

3) *For each crossing proposed to be closed (Sites 1-4), development of the
information required by 625 ILCS 5/18¢-7401 including:

a) timetable speed of passenger trains;

b) distance to an alternate crossing (i.e., adverse travel distance, both with
and without the proposed connector road)

c) accident history for the last 5 years;

d) number of vehicular traffic (AADT) and posted speed limits;

e) number of freight trains (average per day) and their timetable speeds;

f) the type of warning device present at the grade crossing;

@) alignments of the roadway and railroad, and the angle of intersection of .
those alignments;

h} use of the grade crossing by trucks carrying hazardous materials, vehicles
carrying passengers for hire, and school buses; and

i) use of the grade crossing by emergency vehicles.

*Railroad personnel will assist as required in the development of this information,
including providing the number and speed of trains, also railread ROW and



Mr. Richard D. Payne
ESCA Consultants, Inc.
October 30, 2003

Page 2

alignment maps. Other sources may include the lllincis Commerce Commission
staff (for accident history data), IDOT and/or Township officials (for AADT info),
local school district officials, “911” service providers, etc.

B) Work is to be progressed in accordance with the following priorities:

1) Site 1
2) Site3
3) Sited
4) Site 2
5) Site5

C) Period for Completion: 150 calendar days.

D) Each Site to be invoiced separately upon completion of deliverables and
acceptance by Railrod for said Site. Send invoices to:
lllinois Central Railroad Company
Attn: Tom Zeinz, Manager Public Works
17641 S. Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL. 60430

If satisfactory, please sign and return one copy of the attached Work Order. Should you
have any gquestions, please contact the undersigned.

Sincersly,

/tk.;/ vf - '”"“1-"»-:..‘,»\\



ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY

Work Order

CONTRACT NO. IL — PW- 0301

Agreement made as of the 31st day of QOctober, 2003, between lllinois Central Railroad
Company (hereinafter referred to as “Railroad”) and ESCA Consultants, Inc. of 2008 Linview
Avenue, P. O. Box 159, Urbana, lllinois 61803-0159, hereinafter referred to as “Contractor”).

The parties to this Agreement agree as follows:
SECTION | — DESCRIPTION OF WORK

Contractor shall perform and/or furnish the folfowing described work and material at
various locations:

a. Work - see attached proposal and cover letter

b. Material - see attached proposal and cover letier

¢. Period for Completion - see attached proposal and cover letter
d. Proposal attachéd hereto dated September 22, 2003

In the event of a conflict between the terms of this Agreement and the attached
proposal, the terms of this Agreement shall control.

If work is not completed within the period set forth above, Railroad may terminate this
Agreement upon notice to Contractor.

SECTION Il - CONTRACT PRICE

The total contract price is $20.000. Railroad shall pay Contractor in accordance with
the attached cover letter, provided Contractor gives satisfactory assurance to Railroad that all
labor and material has been paid and all liens or claims for labor or material supplied have been
waived.

SECTION Il - CLEANING P

Contractor shall remove from Railroad’s property all temporary structures, rubbish and
waste materials resulting from the work and clean up such property and leave same in a safe,
neat and orderly condition satisfactory to Railroad.

SECTION IV — RAILROAD SERVICES AND FACILITIES

Contractor shall use special care and vigilance to avoid damage to the trains, tracks or
other facilities of Railroad and shall conduct the work so as not to interfere with the movement
of trains or other operations of Railroad.



SECTION V — LAWS AND ORDINANCES

Contractor shall comply with all laws relating to, as well as each and every order,
permit, priority, rule and regulation of every Government Agency having jurisdiction over the
work to be performed.

SECTION V] — INDEMNITY

Contractor shail defend, indemnify and save harmless Railroad, its officers, employees
and agents and assume all risk, responsibility and liability for death of, or injury to any persons
or property together with all liability for any expenses, attorneys’ fees and costs incurred by
Railroad arising from, growing out of or in any manner or degree directly or indirectly caused
by, attributable to, or resulting from the work to be performed by Contractor or the acts of
omission or presence of Contractor’s officers, employees or agents notwithstanding any
negligence of Railroad, its officers, employees and agents.

SECTION VI| - TRANSFER OF TITLE

Title to the materials sold under this Agreement, if any, shall pass to Railroad on
payment of the Contract Price.

SECTION Vil - RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES

Contractor and its employees are not to be considered agents or employees of Railroad
for any purpose whatsoever.

SECTION IX - WARRANTY

Contractor warrants that all work performed herein will be done in a good and
workmanlike manner fit for the partlcular purpose intended, and that it warrants all work and
material supplied for a period of one (1) year after acceptance. Contractor shall further assign
to Railroad all manufacturer or other applicable warranties.

SECTION X —WHOLE AGREEMENT
This instrument, including the proposal attached hereto, embodies the entire
Agreement of the parties and supersedes all oral or written previous communications between

them.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year
first above written.

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY ESCA CONSULTANTS, INC.

e S /’
By: {fd/,f Socen, By: R«\L& \ D

Title: Manager Public Works) Title: ? A ok

. '/’



Richard D. Payne, PE.,S.I5.

President
CONBULTANTS, INC.

= --r '- r’" -

CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

September 22, 2003

Mr. Tom Zeinz

Canadian National Railway
17641 South Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 80430-1345

Re: Railroad Crossing Proposal
Dear Mr. Zeinz:

Per your request, ESCA Consultants (ESCA) is pleased to provide this proposal for
engineering services to the Canadian National (CN). The work involves field surveys,
studies, and cost estimates for closure options at five grade crossing locations. Two are
near Buckley, Illinois, two are near Neoga, lllinois, and one is near Dieterich, Illinois, We
met with Jim Bender on Friday, September 19, and visited all five locations with him.

ESCA will.be paid for the work on a time and expenses basis, using our standard
hourly rates. Qur total compensation for each site will not exceed the upper limits noted
herein, unless the scope of work is altered and payment of additional compensation is
authorized by CN. A brief description of each site, our compensation upper limit, and
our associated work scope follows:

e Site No. 1 is about two miles north of Buckley, lllinois. The plan is to close the
crossing at Township Road 950N, and build a connector road along the west side
of the railroad ROW to the next road to the north, a distance of about 1/2 mile.
ESCA will provide a cursory field survey, preliminary design, and cost estimate.
The preliminary design will include preliminary plan/profile views and a typical
section. QOur fee for this site will not exceed $2,500.

o Site No. 2 is about three miles south of Buckley, lilinois. The plan is to improve a
private crossing across U.S. Route 45 from the Isles Tavern, and build a
connector from it along the west side of the ROW to the Township Road that is
just a few hundred feet to the south. . The crossing at the Township Road would
be closed. ESCA's work scope will be the same as for Site No. 1. Our fee will
not exceed $1,500.

+ Site No. 3 involves access to the cemetery just south of Neoga, Illinois. A
dangerous crossing exits U.S. Route 45 and crosses the railroad directly east of
the cemetery. Three options to allow closure of this crossing will be studied:
One involves construction of a road along the west side of the CN ROW from the
south edge of town to the cemetery, a distance of about 1/2. mile. The second
extends a City street through a farmer's field. This route is also about 1/2 mile
long. The third involves construction of about one mile of new road along the

2008 Linview Avenue ¢ P.O.Box 159 » Urbana, IL 61803-0G159 » Phone (217) 384-0505 » Fax {217) 384-0506 * www.escaconsultants.con



Canadi
Page 2

an National Railway

September 22, 2003

We

north-south section line just west of the cemetery. Initially, ESCA will provide a
very preliminary cost estimate for all three options. After an option is selected for
further study, we will provide a cursory field survey and preliminary design as
outlined previously for Sites 1 and 2. Our upper limit fee wiil not exceed $4,500.
Site No. 4 is about two miles south of Neoga, iilinois. The plan is to provide a
new connector road along the west side of the CN ROW between Township
Road 900N, and the next road to the south. The connector will be about a mile
long. The crossing at 900N will be closed. ESCA's scope of work will be similar
to that proposed for Site No. 1 above. Our fee for this site will not exceed
$3,000.

Site No. 5 is iocated just NW of Dieterich, lllinois, at the comer where Sections 3,
4, 9, and 10 come together. Two Township Roads cross the CN at this point.
Both crossings have horizontal and vertical geometric deficiencies. They

also intersect with lllinois Route 33 just after they cross the railroad. ESCA
proposes to perform a field survey of this site. We will meet with lllinois
Department of Transportation, District 7 (IDOT 7) personnel to discuss the
situation, including any improvements that IDOT 7 has planned for the area. We
will study the site, and provide a recommended plan view drawing and cost
estimate for the option that we believe best addresses the problem. Our fee for
this site will not exceed $8,500 for the scope of work outlined above for Site No.

5.

appreciate the opportunity to submit this proposal, and look forward to working

with the Railroad on these projects. If you have any questions, please contact this

office.
Regards,
ESCA CONSULTANTS, INC.

WP

Rihy, Poyre
Richard D. Payne, P.E., S.E.
President

RDP/de

T:\Railroad\PROPOSAL\Railroad Crossing September 22 03.doc



Richard D. Payne, PE., §.E.

President
CONSULTANTS, INC.
CIVIL & STRCTURAL ENGINEERS
Qctober 4, 2004
Canadian National Railway
17641 South Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 60430-1345
Attn: Mr. Tom Zeinz
Subject: Ehginecring Services — Grade Crossing Siudy — Site #3
ESCA Job #750.03 Invoice #3
Vendor #138938
STATEMENT OF SERVICES
(September 1 — September 30, 2004)
LABOR:
Name Hours Rate Cost
Marie Santos 28.0 $50.00 $  1.400.00
LABOR SUBTOTAL = $ 1,400.00
EXPENSES:
Postage: $ 000
Printing: $ 2200
Travel: $ 0.00
EXPENSE SUBTOTAL = b 22.00
TOTAL = $ 1,422.00

Submitted by: m P«q,—%—»m

ESCA Consultantﬁim.
2008 Linview Avenue * P.O.Box 159 « Urbana, ¥L 61803-0159 » Phonc {217} 384-0505 « Fax (217) 384-0506 » www.escaconsultants.cor




Richard D. Payne, PE., §.E.

President
CONSULTANTS, INC.
CIVIL & STCTURL ENGINEERS
September 9, 2004
Canadian National Railway
17641 South Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 60430-1345
Attn; Mr. Tom Zeinz
Subject:  Engineering Services — Grade Crossing Study - Site #3
ESCA Job #750.03 Invoice #2
Vendor #138938
STATEMENT OF SERVICES
(August 1 — August 31, 2004)
LABOR:
Name Hours Rate Cost
Rich Payne 6.0 $85.00 $ 51000
Rich Tarntino 4.5 $50.00 225.00
Heather Gorrell 32.5 $40.00 1,300.00
Jason Kofoot 33.0 $60.00 $ 1.980.00
LABOR SUBTOTAL = $ 4,015.00
EXPENSES:
Postage: $ 000
Printing: $ 000
Travel: $ 14250
EXPENSE SUBTOTAL = b 142.50
TOTAL = 5 4,157.50

, Y
Submitted by: Q\L&&» ?NWM

ESCA Consulg nts, Inc.
2008 Linview Avenue * P.O.Box 1539 = Urligna. IL 61803-015% » Phone (217) 384-0505 « Fax (217) 384-0506 * www.escaconsultants.com




Richard D. Payne, PE., S.E.

President
CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS
March 2, 2004
Canadian National Railway
17641 South Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 60430-1345
Atin; Mr, Tom Zeinz
Subject: Engineering Services — Grade Crossings, Site #3
ESCA Job #750.03  Invoice #1
Vendor #138938
STATEMENT OF SERVICES
{February 1 — Febrnary 29, 2004)
LABOR:
Name Hours Rate Cost
Richard Payne 8.0 $80.00 5 640,00
Marie Santos 15.0 $45.00 $ 67500
LABOR SUBTOTAL = $ 1,315.00
EXPENSES:
Postage: $ 0.00
Printing; $ 000
Travel: $ 000
EXPENSE SUBTOTAL = $ 0.00
TOTAL = $ 1,315.00

Prev, Invoiced: $ 0.0
Total to Date: $1,315.00

bl ( (\
Submitted by: (\r’bq:\l\ A Wt
ESCA Consultafi{s, Inc.

2008 Linview Avenue = P.O.Box 159 « Urbana, IL 61803-0159 « Phone (217) 384-0505 « Fax (217) 384-0506 » www.escaconsultants.com



Richard D. Payne, PE., S.E.

President
CONSULTANTS, INC.
'—- — w: = r' =)
CIVIL & STCTUR ENGINEERS
November 2, 2004
Canadian National Railway
17641 South Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 60430-1345
Atin: Mr. Tom Zeinz
Subject:  Engineering Services — Grade Crossing Study — Site #3
ESCA Job #750.03 Invoice #4
Vendor #138938
STATEMENT OF SERVICES
(October 1 - October 31, 2004)
LABOR:
Name Hours Rate Cost
Marie Santos 20.0 $50.00 3 1.000,00
LABOR SUBTOTAL = % 1,000.00
EXPENSES:
Postage: $ 0.00
Printing;: 3 0.00
Travel: $ 0.00
EXPENSE SUBTOTAL = 3 0.00
5
vourl TOTAL = $ 1,000.00

L SE oS Fan. SprmtBOT
St E #B fpEvionS, TH S
/S e e, ARAVED To
PaZran EABAE  FoR ETM i,

Ch e ssintlr AT Alf 1B E

N A &
i
Submitted by: '&—w \;.., e

ESOA Consuléjnts, Inc.
2008 Linview Avenue * P.O.Box 159 « Urbhana, IL 61803-0159 + Phone (217) 384-0505 » Fax (217) 384-0506 » www.escaconsultants.coin
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ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
TRANSPORTATION DIVISION / RAIL SAFETY SECTION

Michael £, Stead : Rail Safety Program Administrator
June 21, 2002

As /"Jf':ﬁé
Ms. Patricia D. Erhart ez €
Neoga City Clerk 772Z zy
P.O. Box 248 ’

Neoga, IL 62447-0248

RE:  DOT 289 160P, MP 185.00-M, 950N/TR67, South of Neoga, Cumberiand Co.

Dear Ms. Erhart:

This is in response to your email message of June 12, 2002, regarding existing
conditions at the TR 67 (950N) crossing of the Canadian National llinois Central
Railroads’ (CNIC) main tracks near Neoga, Cumberland County.  Thank you for
subimitting the concerns of your community regarding the subject crossing.

This office has been working to improve conditions at the 950N crossing, as well as the
TR 85A (850N} and TR85 (900N) crossings, since 1996. Representatives of this office
have met with community leaders, including Senator Duane Noland, on several
occasions to discuss the options available that would improve safety at all three
crossings. Our recommendation has been, as stated on several occasions to
representatives of Neoga, Cumberland County, and Neoga Township, that a project to
improve safety at all three crossings as a group was the best option.

On several occasions this office has presented safety recommendations for the 850N,
900N, and 950N crossings to local officials. In 1996, we recommended the instaliation
of automatic flashing light signals and gates at the 850N crossing, closure of the 900N
and 950N crossings, with construction of a connecting road from 950N into the City of
Neoga and between the 900N and 850N roadways. Following further discussion, this
office submitted a revised safety recommendation to local officials in early 2001. The
revised safety recommendations clarified our earlier recommendations, and remained

consistent with our position that safety improvements at all three crossings should be
addressed together as a group.

Representatives of the City, the Township, and the County have indicated to us on
several occasions that they do not agree with our safety improvement
recommendations. However, this office continues to believe the safety
recommendations we have presented to local officials in the past are appropriate to best
address existing conditions at the three crossing locations.

We have included safety improvements for the 850N, 900N, and 950N crossings in the
FY 2004-2007 element of Commission’s FY 2003-2007 Crossing Safety Improvement
Program. The proposed project scope remains the same as described previousiy.

527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone [217] 782-7660 Fax [217] 785-7404 TDD ("V/TTY") (217} 524-4215



VIS, atricia . =rhart
June 21, 2002
Page Two

If you, and the other local officials involved, wish to reconsider our recommendations,
please contact this office. In addition, if you or the other local officials have any new
safety improvement options to discuss, please let us know. We remain willing to assist
local officials with implementing safety improvements at the subject crossings.

] trust this information will be helpful. If you have any questions, please contact me at
mstead@icc.state.il.us or (217) 557-1285. You may also contact Joe VonDeBur,
Railroad Safety Specialist, at jvondebu@icc.state.il.us or (217) 557-1286.

Very truly yours,

Bl 5

Michael E. Stead S
Rail Safety Program Administrato

cc.  Senator Duane Noland
David Johnston, Neoga Township
Gary Kruger, Cumberland County Engineer
Tom Zeinz, CNIC

JIV
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
TRANSPORTATION DIVISION

RAILROAD SECTION
527 E. CAPITOL AVE.
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62701
TELEPHONE (217) 782-7660
FAX (217) 785-7404

DATE: January 15, 2002  TIME: 1245 p.m.

T0:
NAME. Tom Zeinz
COMPANY: Canadian National/lilinois Central Railroad Company

FAX NUMBER: _ (708) 205-3084

COMMENTS: :

Attached is correspondence regarding the Neoga crossings in Cumberland
County. | would also suggest that the CNIC attorney acquire copies of the
crossing files. ‘

FROM:
NAME: JoeVonDeBur
Rail Safety Specialist

(217) 557-1286

14 PAGES WILL FOLLOW THIS TRANSMITTAL SHEET

IF ALL OF THE PAGES ARE NOT RECEIVED OR THERE IS ANY OTHER
PROBLEM WITH THIS TRANSMITTAL, PLEASE CALL:
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

.,

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
TRANSPORTATION DIVISION / RAIL SAFETY SECTION

Michael E, Stead Rall Safety Program Administrator
, 2001

The Honorable Duane Noland

RE: Richard C. Jahraus, Neoga, HHlinois
Dear Senator Noland:

This letter is in response to the referenced citizens letter copied 1o this office on April 6,
2001, As you can see from the attached correspondence to your office, dated
November 22, 2000, the discussion of crossing closure and/or improvements has been
a topic of discussion since 1996 (at ieast). Nothing has changed since the November of
2001. There are currently no plans for safety improvements or closures in the Neoga
area. If a petition is filed for either improvements or closures, there will be a public
hearing to determine if either Is justified.

To be signed by Michael Baer

527 East Capitel Avanue, Springfietd, Mineis 62701
Telephone [217) 827680 Fax {217) 785-74Da TR (“VATY") {217] 524-4915
waa.ice.tlatedlus
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LEGISLATIVE CORRESPONDENCE SHEET
LOG NUMBER:  L00-C197 (revisited)
ASSIGNED TO:  RR
LEGISLATOR: Senator Duane Nojand (Jahraus)
DATE DUE: 516/01
RE: Neoga Crossings - closures
Please return this slip to Cassie Washko to close log.

[} Draftresponse for Chairman's signature; send response via e-mail to Cassie
Washko.

D Draft response for Executive Director's signature; e-mail to Cassie,

] Draft response for Michael Baer's signature; send via e-mail.

[] O;her:

Comments: MikelJoe — we responded to Sen. Noland back in November regarding a
1* letter sent him by Richard Jahraus RE: Neoga crossings. Attached is Richard's 2™
letter and corresponding newspaper articles. 1 know this is an ongoing issue. Can you
draft another response for the Senator to send back to Jahraus? Thanks, Cassie
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#f D.t- No- -'Q o ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
. Juane Noddnd- GRFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Sthde Sdrate oo a0

You zan ace &y.fﬁeaeaﬁntécledﬁ.tﬁe¢6”ﬂ/fﬁl CENFRAL weonta
to close two cnoasinga south of Neoga, IlLlinola. '

They want a noad .bullt hoath from the cemetary to Neoga,
Tﬁey-aiao want ¢ noad bulld fnom crasaing 1900 A <to 8504/,
Thia widl caune familiea and achool buacs an extra mile
eveny:RT ta Neoga. -

It widl mean e lot of extna milea oven time.

Theae famtliea pnoteat dalving aouth to go nonrth.

The rnailroad has o« Lot of atorage cana on thia track and
Lt would aave iﬁem.fuom ﬁavin} to cut these cana from

the anossinga. It would also save them money from having
to maintuin the croasingsa-

The Qtute;vcouﬁsgraﬁ&-city'wpul#fzﬁ;ﬁﬁt~l;éi.p{,gongym

for building and maintaing new acaeda.'

Thene ane 35 aheeta full of protesta againat this on file
in Neoga. You dan check with the clty clerk on magon of
Neoga to venify protesta.

.Ranpecifullg yousa,

¢ 9&?&@«*&3
Richkand . Jahnraua

R Box 329
Neoga, [llinoia 62447
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‘railread. close 1hCS¢: crossings,
In the February Sih issuc of the  you will see vothing but the stor-
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State planning to close two

“BY DAWH SCHABBING
Stafl Wriler

NEOGA — At least two rail
road crossings along 1.5, Route
+ 45 south of Neoga are on a list to
be clased by the Illinecis
Commerce Commiscion, while 2
third one could see safety
improvements.
The Neogas City Council

. Mpnday discussed the intentions

made by the ICC about the
Canadian’ _National/Illineis.
Central Raiirozd line that car-
ries both freight and passenger
trains several times a day
threugh the wity.

The City Council agreed'to
request a jpint effort from the

state, Cumberland County, .

Neoga Township-and the city
sha.rmg any’ costs that m:ght be
‘incurred.

The proposed preject by the
railrosd Includes construction of
A road between the Neoga
Memarial Cemetery. Road cross-
ing and Walnut Street 'at Sixth
Street.
between the cemetery road and
Walnut Street, with widening of
Walnut Strest w Sixth Street, is
planned to replace two of the
Crossings.

The crossing at asoN aleng
South Route 45 would receive
upgrades, such as lights and
gates, in the proposal. The twa
crossings north of that one
would be closed and a road .con-
structed to connect’ all three
{rossroads,’

‘Mayor Gary Mercer said he
has spoken to County Engineer’
'Gary Kruger, who is in favnr of

A connecting road

| Neoga railroad crossings

finding 2 way to make all three

¢erossings connect with one Toad,

so irains wouldn't block traffic
as they da now. Krisger, e zaid,
aldo intends to contact Rep. Bill
Mitchell and Sen. Duane Noland
about funding such a project if it
is necessary. o

The CN/IC railroad is con-
cerned about the safety of the
crossings, which have been the
site of fatal accidents in the past
when motorists were hit by
oncoming trains. The closures
,would then allow the railfoad
about 1.5 miles of storage area
for switching and passing move-
inents, and that should eliniinate
the chance of crossing blockage
in 2and near MNeoga.

CN/IC azks that cost esti-
mates for construction of the
new road be made through the
city, township and county. Some
Funds pould He avajlable through
the Grade Crossing Protection
Fund, Public Grade Crossing
Project or- by petitioning the
Railroad Safety Program.

In other business, the council;

* B Heard the city workers wil
pick up live-Christmas trees

placed at the curbs until Feb. 16, . -

" B heard that the lift station at
Cadar Street ia shout ready for
bids. The city receivad a $160.000
grant for the project.

M Heard that as soon as
_weather perraits, pothole repairs
will hegin ory ¢ity streets.

B Discuased a propesed per.
sonnél policy language'change
pertaining to acerued personal
days and sick days. No action
was faken since Commissioner
George Warner was a.bqent.

RLA1S/7@2 O, S0P

[

Public meetings and events

AR T

Todély-

4:30 p.m, Mattoon Tree -

. Commissian meats, Peledson
House,

&:30 p.m. Mattoon City Council

meets, Clty Hall.

iy
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LT Gfﬁ)MM CE COMMIBSION
TRANSPORTATION DIVISION / RAIL SAFETY SECTION

Michael E. Stead Ralf Safety Program Adminisirater

April 5, 2001

Ms. Patricia . Erhart : Mr. Gary Kruger

Neoga City Clerk Cumberland County Engineer
P.0. Box 248 R.R.#1, Box 249B

Neoga, lllinois 62447-0248 Toledo, illinois 62468

RE: DOT 289 160P, MP 185.00-M, 950N/TR67, South of Neoga, Cumberland Co.
DOT 289 181W, MP 185.65-M, 900N/TR85, South of Neoga, Cumberiand Co.
DOT 289 1620, MP 186 15-M, 850N/TRB5A, South of Neoga, Cumberland Co.

Dear Ms. Erhart and Mr. Kruger:

This is in response to your lelter, dated March 2€, 2001, concerhing possible safety
improvement options for the referenced crossings. It is my understanding you are
responding to my letter of Februarv 28, 2001, with which | surnmarized items discussed
at a meeting held on February 16, 2001, in Senator Duane Noland’s Springfield office.

~ Following a review of your letter, it appears further discussion i needed to resolve the

issues related to improving safety at the subject crossings. Af this time, however, |
would like to address the iterms mentioned in your letter:

1) Construction of a rew roadway fram 850N to Trowbridge Road was not what
we had proposed. | apolegize it you misunderstood our proposal. As was
explained in Senalor Nolano s office on February 16th, and reiterated in a
phone call between Gary Kruger «nd Joe VonDeBur on March 26, 2001, this
office is willing to recommend to the Commission that the Grade Crossing -
Protection Fund (Fund) be used to pay 100% of the costs for any two of the
following theee combinatians '

a) A connecting roadway fiorn 850N to 900N constiucted along the railroad
right-of-way. ' _ ‘

b) A connecting roadwz,; from 200N to 980N, excluding any costs for a
waterway structuse

¢) A connesting roadway irorn 900N into Neoga or to Trowbitige Road.

2) Assistance from fe Furel 5o the connecting roadway would cover all of the
costs for Engineering ROV acquisition and Censtruction.  Also included in
these improvemenits would Ly the installation of autormatic tashing light signals
and gates af the BAON 1ousing We would recommend ihe cost division for
this work be 90% frorm 'he Fund and 10% from the Railvoad., Upon the
completion of the avw ciivecting road, the 900N and 950N crossings would
be closed

Lo dwsl ! agited Awenaue, Sprinalien vinew 824%
Cplephians | STITRLTEW Far 10 7857404 VI, {OWITTYy |40 5a-buis
vy e statendlus
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Ms. Patricia [ Erfait ars Ga oo Kresor
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thereby eliminating v ety OF rain obniaes s wehicle collisigns

3)

)

at these two focativ s

The Com:msqw_m dowag hes v i authorﬂ= o ruvoad to relecate the
existing passing track, i\a, ne o rJ‘rahon I Te; ioinis matter should be
addressed to the Conadizar Nzhor .Uhlinois Ces fral Pajoad Corpany.

This office received Cro s s Cafely mproverysent Ve giage . D
the subjert crossings. Folmeng veceipt of the appioaben:
Febiuary 15, 2000, in the Lty of Meoga. The Februar, 2000, letter was a
reiteration of issues discussed ab thal meeting, and a formal ‘equest for estimates
far improvements agreed upob. at that meeting. That the projects were listed in
our FY2001-2005 CSIP (Appendix 2, page 2, "Automatic Fisshing Light Signals
and Gates; Close Crossing’) shouid be viewed as an indication of our commitment
to improve safety at these looations. However, when we recaived no response to
our 2/22/2000 leiter, we hag o assiime you weare no longer rwerested in puisuing

1P} applicatons for
=eting was held on

the improvements. Thus, the nrofects were not considered for the Comimission's

FY 2002-20006 CSIF. The paities involved {Township, Gity, County and Railroad)
were notified of this via a ielter from this office dated Japuary 23, 2001

Instalfation of autormatic flasting lght signais and gares at each of the subject
crossings is possibk>  Hows zr, the local highway agency with jurisdiction of the
roadways in guesfion would lkely pe responsible for a portion of the preject costs,
The standard cost division we apply to projects of this type: is §5% from the Fund,
10% from the local highway agency, and 5% from the railroad. At an estimated
cost of $150.000 per ¢rossing, the instaltation of automatic warning devices at
each of the three crossings would likely cost the local roadway agency
approximately $456 GO0 (§ 5000 per crossing:,

I trust this informatior will be heiptul,  if you have any questior:. or need additional
information; please contact Joe VonDeBur, Rauroad Safety Speciaiist, at 217/557-1286
or jvandebu@ice.state.il.us.

v

cC:

Yery truly ya‘.” L T
e // %—-{;{ o
LS

Michael E. $tead
Rail Safety Prograit: Mdrivstrator

Honorabie Duane Noland, State Senator

Honorable Bill Miichell, State Representative

Mr. Dave Johnstan, Neoga Townshlp Hwy. Cammissinn et
Michael Baer, 100 :

Tom Zeinz, CNIC Kail o
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" County Enainecy Toledo, tllincls Ciagk Fax 217-844-2888

“viarch 26, 2001

[llmois Commerce Commission -
Transportation Division/Rail Safety Section
527 East Capitol Avenuc

Springficld, Nlinois 62701

Re: Proposed safety improvements at highway. rail grade crossings in the Neoga area
Dear Mr. Stead and Mr. Von DeRur:

On March 12, 2001, a meeting was held at the Neoga City Building 10 discuss your letter of February
28, 2001, in follow up to the February 16 meeting at Senator Noland’s Springfield office. Those present
were Mike Walk, County Board chairman, Gary Kruger, Cumberland County Engineer, Gary Mercer,
Neoga Mayor, Patricia Ebrhart, City Clerk, Lloyd Lacy, Neoga Township Supervisor and David Johnston,
Neoga Township Road Commissioner.,

Pat Elrhart and Gary Kruger did nol agree with the letter in regards to the list of options discussed.or
what they had agreed to pursue. Option 1 was not discusscd: both had been told that it was not an option.
Both stated they preferred AFS & G at all three crossings and the passmg track relocated. Both were of the
opinion that the agreement was as follows:

1. A road would be constructed on the railroad west of the tracks Pheae cabf w/ Gz ry
from Co Rd 850 N t& 950 N and from 950 N 1o the Trowbridge
road. The section from 950 N to the Trowbridge road would be
constructed utilizing @ combination ox railroad property, private _
property and city property. . not dhe tade

ki"‘uae.’.f [eday -2~ O‘

E-k-pl'&ar»c‘c-i "i“h'lf,-. bt

2. Funds for design, right-of-way and consteuction excluding the
Cosl incurred for design and construction of the extension of the
box culvert under the railroad approximately S00 feet south of
CoRd 950 N.

3. Neither Cumberland County, the Cityy of Neoga, nor Neoga Township
~ Has sufficicnt staff 10 do the design.  Therefore, the comty agreed
To hirc and pay a cousultant to prepare plans and an estimate of
Cost with the understanding they would be reimbursed ss specified
Above 1o fiom 2

4, Upon complinon of iy acws road, the cressmgs ai the cemetery
(Co Rd 250 Nj and Co Rd 900 N would be closed
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At the March 26, 2001 Neoga mectity 7iary Mercer, Pat Fhrbarl, Uioys Ducy. David Johnston and
Mike Walk all said the overwhelmmg respense ivom local residents wis 10 signalze the c1ossmgs and
rclocate the passing track. Elbmonaion of the pac-img track is the ondy way (0 provent the crossings
mehuding §50 N from being blocked for vy w0 45 minutes at trmes. County Engineer, Gary Kruger said he
also supported this position (in spite of the ocal editoria) comment to the contrary) however, duc to the
Lone of your Jetter of January 23, 2095, he (hought the aceess road from 550 N i the Trowbridge road was
a rcasonable compromise. He also addressed the. comments you made io regard i your lewter of February

22, 2000 and the lack of a formal reply. Mr. Kyuger stated that in response to » Movember 18, 1999 ICC
wrilten request for railroad satety project: ior FY 2001 thru 2005 to be sui=mitted no later than January 30,
1999, he had submitted 12 projects of which the three Neoga crossings weie priovity #1, #2 and #3. He
also requested the relocation of the passing track from 6 Street south to Co R 850 N be included in this
project. He suggested moving it either to its previous location from 7% Strect novil 1o Co Rd 1200 N (this
location 1s of cqual Jength but would not block any crossings) or into Coles Coumnty at a location which
would providc additiorial storage He said he was awarc that the train often stopped just short of Co Rd
800 N. The submittal also included a detailed map showing the passing track north of Neoga prior to
Témoval of the second track and the Jocation in Coles County, which would provide additional storsge. He
also stated he had heard the former. Ullinois Central (now known as the Canadian Natjonal [llinols Central )
was currently evaluating a location in Coles County that would provide storage to accommodate longer
freight trains duriong passing.

He said he did not respond spocifically w your letter of Fchyuary 22, 2000 beranse the three Neoga
crossings were meluded in the April 2000 “rossing Safety Improvement Program FY 2001 ~ 2005
Appendix 2, pg. & @ $150,000 cach

In Iight ot the above mformation, the - ramittes requests “AFLS X G7 4t Gach crossing, and a rclucatqi
passing track at no expense to uu, Cuum,, City or Township.

W e Ll ey

Michael Walk it : Lif yc! L. ;t:f
County Board Chainnan Muayor of Neoga MNecg Tove shdip Supervisor

Gary L / Kruger ﬂ Pat Ehihart
County Engineer Nenga City Clerk Neoga Toeship

Ruad Coppoussioner

Copy Tor H. L. Forbes, District Engimeer
Ilinois Commeree {ommpissiun
Cily of Neoga
Mike Walk, County Bouard Chairman
Semator Duance Nofand
Rapeesentatryn PRI Moot
Neoga TGwnshi
Cumherland 7 <, Highw s Do ranem
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TRANSPORTATION DIVj§ION | RAlL SAFETY SECTION

Michael E. Stead Rail Safaty Program Administrator

February 28, 2001

Ms. Patricia D. Erhart Mr. Gary Kruge
Neoga City Clerk Cumberland County Engineer
P.O. Box 248 - ' R.R. #1, Box 249B

Neoga, lllinois 62447-0248 Toledo, linois 62468

RE: DOT 289 160P, MP 185.00-M, 950N/TRB7, South of Neoga. Cumberland Co.
DOT 289 161W, MF* 185.65-M, SOON/TR85, South of Newga, Cumberland Co.
DOT 289 162D, MP 186.15-M, 850N/TR85A, South uf Neoga, Cumberiand Co.

Dear Ms, E.r'hart and Mr. Kruaer:

This lefter is in follew-up 0 a mecting held an February 18, 2001, in Serator Duane
Noland's office in Springiield, 1o discuss the options for improving safety at the
referenced public highway/rail grade crossings. We appreciatec! having the opportunity
to discuss the issues with both of you. Following is a brief summary of options
discussed at the meeting:

1. Keep all three crossings vpen and install automatic flashing light signals and
gales ("AFLS&G") at each location.

2. Close the 950N crossiny and construct a connecting road north into, or near,
Neoga. (This project could be done as a stand-alone project or as a phase of a
farger project.)

3. Close the S0ON crossing, construct a connecting road south to 850N and install
AFLS&G at 850N. (This could also be done as a stand-ione project or as Phase
Il of a Option 2/Option 3 project.)

4. Close the 900N crossing and construct a connecting road north to 950N, This
would be done in conjunction with Option 2 so that the connecting roadway
would reach into/near Neoga. (This could br: done as Phase Il of an Option
2/Option 4 project.)

Option 1 is a type of project normally handled by the use of the Commission's
Stipulated Agreement Process. The costs would be divided 85Y%. to the Grade Crossing
Protection Fund ("Fund"), 10% tc the | ocal Agency sponsoring the project, and 5% to
the Railroad. The Railrosd =i aiso assume responsibility for all operating costs
associated with the new autors: - wz 1 ing devices. For i project of this type involving

N2T ke eoapile: sveenie, Springfiatd, Minoks 62701
Telephone [MTITE-00 0 Yo T TOS-TAD4  TRD (SWITTY™Y (217 S 4915
wvojec statedlus
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multipré "u'acivzﬁ ahd two seiiocws the addition of AL 5% could be in the $200.000
range for each crossing. Wi “hise w08sings, the wodal Agenoy portion of the costs

would be approxsmateiv EAVENIMY gius =y necessary highway approach improvement
costs.

Options 2, 3 and 4 can be acoornplished via the Stivulated Agrearnent process, if the
Township agrees to vacatesabardon the roadway adiacent t wach crossing. If the
Township chooses not to abandon the roadways, a Petition would have to be filed for
the closures. In the case of Opticns 2 or 3, we would recomrnend the Fund pay for the

cost of the connecting road, including engineering, up fo the cost of installing AFLS&G
at the closed crossing.

For Option 4, we would recomimend the Fund pay 100% of the cost to build a

- connecting roadway, in:luding engineering costs, from the QO'JN crossing northward to

the 950N crossing/connecting road (Option 2). Construction of the roadway between
900N and 950N would also require the addition of a waterway structure. The costs for
this structure, both engineering and construction, would be borne by the locat roadway

~authority (in this case Neoga Township).

Enclosed you will find a Rail Crossing Safety improvement Program, Public Grade
Crossing Application for your uze (also availabie on the Commission web site at
www.icc.state.il.us/ica/ri/erossing s3p).  An application shouid he completed for each
crossing at which you would Yike s propose changes.

If you have any questions, or need additional informaticn, vlease contact Joe
VonDeBur, Railroad Safety Speciolist, at 217/557-1286 or jvondebu@ice.state. il us,

Very truly yours,

P

Michael E. Stead
Rail Safety Progrem Administrator

JV

cC Mr. Dave Jolinson, Neoga Township Hwy. Comimissioner
- Honorable Duane Noland, State Senator
Honorable Bili Mitchell, State Representative
Michael Baer, ICC
Tom Zeinz, CNIC Ratlroad

Enclosures
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Charles E. Fisher , Mitrgaret Barnabet
EXeculive Direclor : : Director of Governtental Aﬂairs

koverrber 22, 2000

The Honorable Duane Noiarid
State Senator

788 North Sunnyside Road, Suite 1
Decatur, Nlinois 62522

Dear Senator Noland:

Thank you for your coireéspondance on behalf of your constituent, Richard Jahraus,
concerning railroad crossings in the area of Neoga, lllinois.

Accarding the Commissiart's Rail Safety Section, there are currently no plans for safety
improvements at any of the crossings mentioned in Mr. .lahraus’ letter.  The Illinois
Central Railroad Company (ICRR}, the (linois Department of Transportation (IDOT), the
City of Neoga (City), the Neoga Township Highway Departinent (Township), the
Cumbertand County Highway Departrment (County), and Comimnission staff have been
attempting to negotiate improvements at the first three crossings south of Neoga since
1996. It is our understanding that loca! officials (City, Townsh, County) have been
reluctant to cooperate with railroad and Commission staff to resct an agreement on the
appropriate safety improveinents for the crossings. Without the cooperation of all the
parties, it is likely that existing conditions at the crossings will reruain unchanged.

if any of the local agencies lisied above submit & project appiication, the Commission’s
Raill Safety Section will review tha application to detenmine when the project can be
included in the Commission's Crossing Safety Improverent Program (Program),
Project applications for the Coimmissicn's FY 2002-2006 five year program are being
accepted until January 15, 2001, Project applications subriitted after that date will be
considered as part of the FY 2003-20G7 program.

The Reliant Energy Plant crossireg and the farm crossing zie bold private; established
by agreement between the landawners and the railroad compairy.  Private crossings do
not fall under the purview of the Commission. Any sately wrvgrovements to these
crossings must be negotiated by U property owners directiy with the railroad

160 north Lasalie Stred Suite Cod00, Chic v B aoas iy oast cayfm! avhi, Spmwﬂdd, Ifimals 6270!

Tel: [312) 81492860 - g |302] eaeiss jih 217 7852449 - Fax [217) 785-7413
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I trust this information will Le helpia: In responding to your constituent. if you have any
further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

. Cassia Washko
Legislative Assistant _
Office of Governmentai Atfaii



